Legal Studies A/T

Legal Studies A/T

Legal Studies explores the law, and its
institutions and processes, in a social,
economic and political context allowing
students to investigate, question, and
evaluate their personal view of the
world and society’s collective future.

Students develop their knowledge and
understanding about how legal systems
impact on the lives of citizens, seek to
balance the rights and responsibilities of
individuals, the community, and
governments, in an effort to achieve
justice and equality for all. Students will
evaluate the effectiveness of laws,
institutions and processes, and consider
opportunities for reform.

Legal Studies provides students with the
opportunity to develop their skills in
research, analysis and evaluation of
information. Through the use of logical
and coherent arguments, students will
explore the implications and
consequences of decisions made by
individuals, organisations and
governments. Students will
communicate their insights in a range of
modes and mediums.

It is designed for students contemplating
the law as a career. This subject is
equally appropriate as a preparation for
further studies in Economics, Business,
History, Sociology and Global Studies.

Course Patterns

This course is non-sequential and there
are no prerequisites or compulsory
units.

All units can be studied at T or A level.
completed in Legal Studies.

Units

Crime and Justice

Students investigate the responses of
individuals and societies to social
transgressions. They examine the
criminalisation and punishment of
conduct in various jurisdictions over
time. They investigate existing law
making, legal and judicial procedures and
structures, including both common law
and statute law. Students investigate
theories of justice and punishment.

Civil Law

Students investigate civil law. They
examine the origin, purpose, and scope
of regulation under civil law. Students
apply civil law principles and doctrines
that regulate the relationships and
activities of individuals and groups to a
range of case studies. They evaluate
conflict resolution processes  to
determine their fairness and efficacy, and
the possibilities for reform to achieve
more just outcomes.

Contemporary Issues and the Law
Students study the significance of legal
rights and responsibilities in everyday life
from different political, economic and
social perspectives. Through the use of a
range of contemporary examples,
students investigate how the law
attempts to balance the rights and
responsibilities of the individual with the
best interests of the wider community.

International Law

Students  investigate  the  origin,
institutions, and processes of
international law. They examine how it
might be enforced in the context of
global treaties and an anarchic
international system. Students
investigate the impact of international
law at global, national, and local levels.
They consider the relevance of
international law to ordinary people and
the challenges they are faced with
accessing international law. Students
evaluate case studies of contemporary
international legal processes for their
fairness and efficacy, including insecurity
caused by corruption, autocracy, climate
change and conflict.

Why study Legal Studies at Lake
Ginninderra?
Unlock  your
Ginninderra College by diving into the
dynamic world of Legal Studies in 2025!

potential at Lake

Join a vibrant community of curious and
passionate students exploring the
complexities of law and justice. Our
engaging curriculum, led by an
experienced educator, offers you the
chance to analyse real-world cases,
debate critical issues, and develop skills
in research, critical thinking, and
advocacy. Whether you aspire to be a
lawyer, policymaker, or simply a more
informed citizen, Legal Studies at Lake
Ginninderra College will equip you with
the knowledge and confidence to make a
difference.

Embrace the challenge, shape vyour
future, and become a champion for
justice!

Extracurricular Opportunities

Excursions and Incursions

Legal Studies students attend vyearly
excursions to the Supreme Court of the
ACT and the High Court of Australia.
Students explore the history and function
of these institutions, and have the
opportunity to see the legal world in
action. Students also hear from practicing
lawyers and other organisations through
engaging incursions.

ACT Law Week

Students participate in simulated court
hearings where they learn how judicial
officers make life-changing decisions.
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